wal kin’ In Menphis
By
Dani el Custard



EXT. OPEN COUNTRY ROAD - DAY

Two nen are wal king on the grass al ongside a country road.
BUDY (early 30s), sporting a crinson sweatshirt and white
sl acks, is wal king alongside his friend SLIMIate 30s), who
is wearing essentially the opposite in color, white shirt,
crimson sl acks.

They continue down a |long stretch, both carrying suitcases
and bags as the sun beats down.

BUDY

Ya know what this rem nds nme of ?
SLI M

VWhat ?
BUDY

Wal king with ny Dad to go fishing
by the river.

SLIM
That sounds awful .

Budy | ooks at him cross-eyed.

BUDY
AW ul ? catching fish with your Dad
is awful ?

SLIM

Uh- huh, especially when the fish
aint a commn’

BUDY.
Well you just gotta sit |ong
enough.

SLI M

(i nterrupting)
Aaaah | don't have time to wait on
the fish. | prefer to just junp out
there and catch 'em ny own damm

sel f.
BUDY
By golly that’s not what fishing is
about .
SLI M
Oh really?
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BUDY
Real ly, it’s about waitin for the
right time and then once you grab
hold of him ya reel "emin.

SLIM
I's this your |ife phil osophy?
BUDY
No, well yes, sort of. |‘mjust
tal kin’ about fishin .
SLI M
You never are just talkin about
fish.
BUDY

VWhat the hell does that nean?

SLI M
You al ways say sonethin’ on the
surface, but underneath you're
swimmn' in the deep of slight
handed commentary.

BUDY
You' re shootin’ at air.

SLI M
No buddy, nmy aimis dead on |ike
al ways.

BUDY

Aah pigskins. You re makin’ ne hot
with all this nonsense. It’'s hot
enough in this 90 degree heat.

SLIM
Quit your whinin , talkin about it
don't nake it no better.

A bl ack 1950s O dsnobil e suddenly drives up and pulls over
al ong side them

A MAN in his early 40s, rolls down the w ndow and begi ns
tal king to them

MAN
Hey how you boys doin’?

They both | ook at himas they continue wal ki ng, the vehicle
easing along to their pace.
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BUDY
Carryin’ weight fromone step to
t he next | suppose.

MAN
Where ya headed to?

SLI M
A pl ace cal |l ed nowhere.

The Man chuckl es.

(cont’ d)
| ' ve been there before.

Slimlooks hard at the nan

SLI M
What do you want ?

MAN
Just tryin’ to be a good Sanaritan
is all. Wanna give you boys a lift.

SLI M
No t hanks.

BUDY
Aw cone on SIim we been wal kin’
for hours.

SLIM
Wuldn't be the first time ny | egs
have done it, they' re nore than
capabl e of doin’ it again.

BUDY
Slim.., I would sir but ny partner
here is being a stubborn goat.

MAN
| see, well, you boys take it easy
now. Nowhere can’'t be comn’ up any
ti me soon.

The man begins to pull off.
SLIM
(under hi s breath)
On the contrary.
He is finally off into the di stance headed down the | ong

stretch of road, leaving Slimand Buddy still trudging
forth.
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BUDY
Damm Slim you tryin’ to kill us
aint ya?

SLIM
Buddy, no I think just living wll
do that job by itself. Besides,
whose to say that buck son of a gun
wasn’t gonna kill us?

Buddy contenplates silently, his face mrroring his thoughts
as he tries to sort out.

BUDY
| don’t think he would, well, we
are a couple of negroes wal kin’ out
i n nowhere.

SLIM
Eveni n’ soon approachin’.

BUDDY
Yeeaah. But, lets say he was
genui ne. . .

SLIM

(interrupting)
Coul dn’t have been.

BUDDY
What ?
SLI M
He coul dn’t have been genui ne.
BUDY
How?
SLIM

VWhat color was his shirt?

BUDY
Bl ack | think.

SLIM
Honky-t onks wear black on Sunday?

BUDY
| don’t know.

SLI M
The answer to that question is no.
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BUDY
How do you know t hat ?

SLIM

| knew when | saw him | never seen
a white man where a black shirt on
Sunday. He certainly didn't wear it
to service in the norning. Only
person to wear black is the
Reverend and his robe. And he sure
is hell wasn’t no Reverend.

BUDY
What you gettin’ at Slin? He the
devil or sonethin?

Slimshoots a | ook over at Buddy as if to confirmhis
suspi ci on

A raven suddenly flies directly over head the two of them
cawing into the air, the sound screeching.

BUDY
Slimfor sonmeone who calls ne out
on being outlandish, if you are
sayin’ what | think you' re sayin’
then you may be takin ny place.

SLI M
| nmean he was wearing a bl ack
shirt, inside of a black car.

BUDY
What of it? Wiy does bl ack al ways
have to be a negative?

SLI M
| don’t know, just is | suppose.

BUDY
Well look at us Slim W' re bl ack
and the white man says we're evil.

SLIM
Nope, when you die, they carry you
in the black Hurst, people cone
dress in all black.

BUDY

| nmean what do you see with your
eyes cl osed?
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SLI M
VWhat ?

BUDY
Bl ack.

Slim |l ooks at himfunny.

SLI M
kaaay, what does that have to do
wi t h anyt hi ng?

BUDY
Um ..

SLI M
| ain"t lookin to go to no
funeral . Especially not ny own, no
sir.

BUDY
So. ..

Budy stops and begins to sniff for a snell. He turns his
head to notice slightly a body of snoke energing eastward
from where they stand.

BUDY
Hey Slimyou see that?

SLI M
VWhat .

Slimlooks in the direction of the snoke.

SLIM
Yeah | see it.

BUDY
| wonder what happened?

SLI M
Probably sonebody just burning
wood.

BUDY
Naaaw t hat don’t | ook that kind of
snoke.

SLIM

You goin to get the fish or you
gon’” wait for it?

Budy appears puzzled for a nonent, then seemng to realize.
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BUDY
| think I"mgoin’ to get it.

Budy begins to wal k over in the direction of the snoke,
hi dden behind a fence of tall trees.

BUDY
You conmm n’ ?

SLI M
You go ahead, |‘Il be here.

Budy descends into the forest of trees.

Slimstands waiting a few nonents, glancing at his watch, a
car passing by here and there.

He puts down his suitcase, opens it and begins to nove his
hand around the bottomof it.

After a while Budy energes fromthe trees again.

SLI M
VWhat's the news?

BUDY
Sonebody was burning a fox?

SLI M
A fox?

Budy nmekes his way back over to the side of the grass where
Slimis on, himclosing the suitcase now and getting up.

BUDY

It was dag’ on disgustin’.
SLIM

What were they gonna do, eat it?
BUDY

Maybe the devil’'| eat it.

Sl i m chuckl es.
SLIM
(Sarcastical ly)

Ri ght .

BUDY

| didn’t see anybody though which
was strange.
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SLI M
Alright, let’s go.

Slimand Budy begin to go on for a few steps when they
suddenly hear footsteps comng in the direction of the fire.

SLIM
| knew sonebody was conin

Slimreaches behind hinself, letting his armrest.

An OLD MAN (60s) dressed in all white fromhead to toe
energes with a shot gun.

O.D MAN
Was one of you niggers just on ny
property?

Sl i m whi spers to Budy.

SLIM
Stay cool .
BUDY
He has a shotgun pointed at us.
OLD MAN
(yel l'ing)

Hey I"'mtalkin” to you.

BUDY
No sir, we just passin by.

A car begins to energe out of the distance from behind them
It is drawi ng near quickly.

The A d Man begins to point the gun at them finger on the
trigger.

Slimreaches frombehind himto pull out his pistol and
qui ckly points back at the A d Man.

The A d Man fires, but hitting the black car as it stops
right in front of Budy and Slim

They both duck behind it.

Suddenly a man in all black enmerges fromthe driver’s seat
and falls out onto the ground.

A pool of blood energing fromhis body and his head as Budy
and Slimsit there, noticing a cross around his neck.

They both | ook at each ot her.
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CUT TO BLACK



